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Using the correct tool for a task is one of the most basic safety principles in any workplace. However, injuries often occur when
workers try to improvise or use tools that were not designed for the job. This can lead to equipment damage, loss of control, or
serious injury.

Taking a few moments to select the right tool helps ensure the task is completed safely and efficiently.

Why the Right Tool Matters

Tools are designed for specific purposes. When they are used incorrectly or substituted with something else, the risk of accidents
increases.

Common risks include:

Tools slipping or breaking.

Loss of control while working.
Damage to equipment or materials.
Cuts, bruises, or crush injuries.

Electrical hazards when using incorrect equipment.
Trying to “make a tool work” for something it was not designed to do is a common cause of workplace injuries.

Examples of Unsafe Tool Use
Some common examples include:

e Using a screwdriver as a chisel or pry bar.

Using pliers instead of the correct spanner or wrench.
Using damaged or worn tools.

Using tools that are too small or too large for the task.
Using electrical tools without proper insulation or protection.

e Forcing tools beyond their intended limits.
Improvised solutions often lead to unsafe situations.

Safe Tool Use Practices
To work safely with tools:

e Always select the correct tool for the task.

Inspect tools before use.

Do not use tools that are damaged or defective.
Ensure tools are properly maintained.

Use tools according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

Keep tools clean and stored properly after use.
If the correct tool is not available, stop the task and obtain the appropriate equipment.

Your Responsibility

Every worker is responsible for using tools safely. Taking shortcuts by using the wrong tool may save a few minutes, but it can
result in injury or equipment damage.

Using the right tool helps ensure the job is done safely and correctly.

Summary

Using the wrong tool for a job increases the risk of accidents and injuries. Tools are designed for specific tasks, and using them
incorrectly can lead to loss of control or equipment failure. Always select the proper tool, inspect it before use, and never attempt to
improvise when the correct equipment is not available.

Discussion Points
1.  What examples of incorrect tool use have you seen on site?
2. Why do workers sometimes use the wrong tool for a task?
3. What should you do if the correct tool is not available?
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